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KASECRAFT AT WORK

Rehearse Before It Counts: How Moot
Court Helps You Prepare
Nerves and surprise questions are where self-represented litigants struggle most. Practicing
out loud, with a volunteer judge and an opposing side, changes that.

Sandra Jenkins
KASECRAFT JOURNALIST

Sunday, October 4, 2026

Most people's first time speaking in a courtroom is the day it matters most. You may know your facts
by heart and still lose your place when the judge interrupts with a question, or freeze when the other
side makes an argument you did not expect.

Lawyers and law students prepare for this with moot court: practice hearings in front of a mock
judge. Kasecraft brings that same practice to everyone.

How it works
• Find or organize a session. Choose a civil or criminal case, or click Use a random practice

case to start from a made-up set of facts.

• Take a position. Volunteer as the judge or mediator, a party on either side, or a witness. No legal
experience is needed. Everyone must be 18 or older and civil.

• Follow real phases. The judge opens court, then come openings, each side's case, closings, a
ruling, and a feedback round.

• Keep to time. Sessions run up to an hour as scheduled, and the judge can extend up to two hours.

Why practice helps
• You hear your argument out loud. Weak points are much easier to spot when you say them

than when you read them.

• You get used to interruptions. Judges ask questions. Practice teaches you to answer directly,
then return to your point.

• You get feedback. Every session ends with a feedback round, which is often the most valuable
part.
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A record of your work
When a session ends, every confirmed participant is credited with practical hours on their transcript.
You can order a sealed, numbered Certificate of Completion and Official Transcript for $5, and
anyone can verify it online. Students often use these to document practical experience.

One rule matters most
Use made-up names and facts only. Moot Court is practice, not legal advice, and nothing said in a
session applies to anyone's real case.

Moot Court is free for members and $5.00 per hour for non-members.

Food for Thought
• Lawyers practice before they argue. Should courts encourage, or even provide, practice sessions

for people who represent themselves?

• Is it fair that a represented party walks in with a coach while a self-represented party walks in
alone?

• What would you most want a practice judge to ask you before your real hearing?

KASECRAFT FEATURE SPOTLIGHT

Automated Trial Binder
When legal fees are out of reach, you do not have to walk into court alone and unprepared. Each edition,
we look at one Kasecraft tool and how it helps self-represented litigants present their case with confidence.

WHAT IT DOES

Upload PDFs, photos, and screenshots and get one organized binder with a cover page, table of
contents, section dividers, an exhibit label on every page, and page numbers. The Evidence Builder
turns texts, emails, and screenshots into exhibits.

AN EXAMPLE

James is disputing a $2,400 security deposit. His evidence is scattered: a lease PDF, 30 move-out
photos on his phone, and texts with the landlord. He uploads everything, puts it in order, and clicks
Build binder. At the hearing, when the judge asks about the kitchen's condition, he says "Exhibit C,
page 4" and hands up the photo in seconds, while the landlord shuffles through a folder.

WHY IT PUTS YOU IN A STRONGER POSITION

• Judges notice when a party can find the right document instantly. Organization reads as
credibility.

• Labeled, page-numbered exhibits let everyone follow your argument, so your evidence actually
gets considered.

• A professional binder narrows the gap between you and a represented opponent at a fraction of
the cost of a lawyer.

Cost: $14.99 a month, or included with membership. kasecraftportal.com/trial-binder

Kasecraft tools are self-help resources, not legal advice or representation.

This article is general information, not legal advice. Laws change and differ by place. For advice about your
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situation, contact a licensed attorney, legal aid, or your court's self-help center.

Sandra Jenkins is the Kasecraft Journalist byline for Kasecrafter Testimonials, and her portrait is digitally created. Articles are
researched from public sources and drafted with AI assistance, then published automatically every Monday and Thursday.
They are general information, not legal advice. Spot an error? Write to kasecraftportal@aol.com.

ADVERTISE WITH US · COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

Your Notice Could Be Here
Businesses, individuals, schools, and organizations are invited to reach self-represented litigants, families,
and students on the Kasecraft Community Notice Board: a trusted place to share announcements, request
or offer assistance, and promote events and resources. Every listing is posted by a registered member and
held to our community policy.

• Six categories: Announcement, Seeking help, Offering help, Event, Resource, and Other.

• Simple to write: a clear headline, a category, up to 500 characters, and an optional image link.

• Flexible terms: 30 days for $5, 60 days for $9, or 90 days for $12 (best value, save 20%). Secure checkout
through Stripe; Kasecrafter Dollars and member rewards apply automatically.

• Private replies: members respond through on-site messages. Your email and phone number are never
displayed.

• Published fast: your notice goes live as soon as payment is confirmed, and readers can save it to come back
later.

Get started: create your free account or log in at kasecraftportal.com/notices, then click Post a Notice.
Signing up is free. Listings start at $5 for 30 days.

SAMPLE LISTINGS

EVENT

Free Legal Forms Clinic
Library volunteers help you find the
right court forms. Saturdays, 10 to 1.

OFFERING HELP

Exhibit Lists Reviewed
Two-time pro se plaintiff offering
to review exhibit lists. Message me
on the site.

RESOURCE

Fee Waiver Guide
A plain-language walkthrough of
court fee waiver forms and where
to file them.


